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In this issue:

On April 24th, DLN's held its Annual
Page 1: News from the Board
General Meeting. Like last year, it
Page 2: News from Lesotho:
had to be an online meeting, as the
Interview with Community
Covid-19 rules did not allow
Animator Tumelo Moseli who
physical meetings with that number
works at Development for
of people. Before the AGM itself,
Peace Education in the
Mokhotlong distriktet.
Coordinator Shale from our partner
organization DPE gave a
Page 5. News about user
presentation on the situation in
survey about Lumela
Lesotho, both in relation to DPE's
Newsletter.
work, the political situation and the country's challenges with
Page 6: What is
pandemics and climate change. It worked fine with both audio and
Denmark Lesotho Network?
video directly from Lesotho.
Membership of DLN
The formal agenda was delt with, without much debate, the annual
report and accounts were approved. The working groups have
been limited in their activities due to the pandemic. It has in example not been possible to travel to
Lesotho for a whole year now, and it presents some challenges in terms of following the partner's
work in Lesotho. The Recycling Working Group for Lesotho would like to have more members, so if
anyone is interested, feel free to join in. There were no proposals received. The board was reelected, however, with the replacement of one alternate.

The board members that was elected in 2021
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The Board subsequently constituted itself while maintaining the existing division of roles:
Chair:
Deputy Chair:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Other members:

Karina Ruby
Lisbet Kristensen
Carsten Brønden
Nis K. Skau
Arne Pedersen
Bodil Mathiesen
Karsten Lund

1st alternate:
2nd alternate:

Anne Andersen
Anders Hedegård

The full minutes from the general meeting can be read in Danish (use Google translate) on our
here on our website.

Pitso

At the general meeting, it was stated that the social part of the event was missing. An online
meeting does not allow for the same degree of informal talk and socializing. Therefore, the board
subsequently planned a weekend event, for all interested members. It was held on 19-20. June
with 11 participants.
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We started with coffee, cake and a workshop on the topic ‘DLN Partners and The UN Sustainable
Development Goals’. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals were discussed in matching which
goals DLN and our partners in Lesotho address. Only a single Sustainable Development Goals,
namely No. 14, Life in the Sea, is not relevant to any of our ongoing projects.

All three partners touch on several of the Sustainable
Development Goals in their work. There was agreement that it
is not in itself a goal to touch as many Sustainable Development
Goals as possible. Nor is there any world goal that is uniquely
more important than others. Any world goal can be the one
chosen as the starting point to support development that can
lead to the fulfilment of several other world goals. The essential
thing is to be aware of the goals and to monitor whether our
work brings us closer to achieving any of the goals. See all 17
Sustainable Development Goals here: https://sdgs.un.org/goals
Karina Ruby, Chair of DLN
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News from Lesotho: Interview with Community Animator Tumelo
Moseli who works at Development for Peace Education in the
Mokhotlong distriktet.
By Karsten Lund.

“It's very cold in the mountain village in the district of Mokhotlong”,
That is one of the first things Tumelo Moseli tells me. I am sitting in
the other end of our Whatsapp interview in the most wonderful
summer evening in Denmark. The weather is not the only thing,
where there is a big difference; we talk on Whatsapp for over half an
hour, and Tumelo Moseli asks me for permission to read the article
before sending it out. I say: “I'll send it tomorrow”, but Tumelo Moseli
doubts whether he has had his phone recharged by then, because it's
overcast so the power from the solar panel is scarce. My phone, on
the contrary, has been sitting in the charger throughout the interview
and is at 100%.
Tumelo Moseli lives and works for the DLN partner organization Development for Peace Education
(Hereafter called DPE) way up in the mountains in the eastern part of Lesotho. Here he lives with
his wife Makarabo Moseli, their eldest daughter Karabo and her two younger brothers. They live
and work in a reality that is quite different from ours, there are many problems that we do not know
anything about, and these are the problems, DPE and Tumelo Moseli are trying to solve in
Lesotho.
"Many here have no or only poor schooling. What they
have learned about the society, they have learned from
us.” says Tumelo Moseli. He is a Community Animator
at DPE, directly translated into Danish it means:
`someone who makes society alive´. Tumelo Moseli
says: “We arrange meetings where we tell people
about their rights. We help them organize locally based
community organizations (CBOs) so that they have a
voice in relation to the authorities and the government.
We hold meetings between the local community, the
traditional healer, and the chief, where there are
problems in that relationship. In some communities, immigration is a challenge. Discrimination
easily arises, in that situation we also teach tolerance and peaceful coexistence. We do small
advisory projects on, for example, joint organizing of small-scale chicken farming or pig breeding.
We have recently also been highly active in doing preventive information work on covid-19. They
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must learn to demand better schools, electricity and clean water and they must learn to present
their demands.” he concludes.
About the work with the young people, he says: “Together
with the young people, we create youth committees, where
we teach them conflict resolution. We have a whole model for
school development, which we call: `Peaceful School Model ',
where we teach them to elect a student’s council and to solve
their problems among themselves. We train them in peaceful
coexistence and leadership and give them basic knowledge
about why it is important to keep the environment clean.
When we have worked with a school, it turns out that the
children become more motivated and prouder to go to school,
and they also become better at keeping the school clean.”
”Tumelo Moseli's family can be heard in the background
while we are talking. I can see on the screen on my phone,
that they live in a traditional Basotho rondavel; one can just
glimpse a glimpse of it behind the wall in the picture of
Tumelo Moseli by his home. It is nice to be inside their living room, even if it is just an internet call.
At the end of the interview, Tumelo Moseli tells about DPE local library's project component.
Mokhotlong and the rest of rural Lesotho are very isolated. To break that isolation, DPE creates
small libraries where the main resources are internet or computer based. The libraries are
extremely popular, they are a window to the outside world and provide access to important
information about current issues in society. Although more and more people are getting a
smartphone and a radio, the challenge is to have electricity for these electronics. Many people are
dependent on being able to borrow electricity from a solar panel, but here it is often cloudy for long
periods and then there is no electricity.” This is how Tumelo Moseli ends our interview. I have
used almost all his battery on his cell phone, but the life and work of Tumelo Moseli, has become a
little more real to us, the readers of Lumela.

Lumela has been published in roughly the same format since issue no. 13
published in 2007. The board has agreed that we should investigate how you
readers use Lumela and ask you before we develop a new format. Therefore,
with this issue we are sending a small user survey. We would be most
grateful if you would respond and give us feedback on how you want Lumela
to develop by clicking here.
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What is Denmark Lesotho Network?

The NGO Denmark Lesotho Network (DLN) was founded in 2002 by former Danish development
workers in Lesotho and other good friends of the tiny mountain kingdom in Southern Africa. DLN
aims at supporting NGO’s in Lesotho in their work to develop civil society. DLN uses its network of
people and organisations in Lesotho to pinpoint beneficiaries of DLN’s support – and to keep an
eye on that funding is used according to agreements made. DLN wishes to enhance knowledge of
the living conditions in Lesotho and to seek funding from foundations, business enterprises and
organisations for actual projects in Lesotho.

Membership of DLN
Anyone, who can support the aims of DLN, can achieve a membership. Members contribute to
support initiatives in Lesotho that develop and better living conditions in the country. Members will
receive an electronic newsletter four times a year and be invited to DLN’s annual general
assembly. The cost of a membership is 100 Danish kroner yearly.
For membership contact DLN:

E-mail: dln@lumela.dk
Homepage: www.lumela.dk
KHOTSO – PULA – NALA

Responsible Editor: Karsten Lund
(If you would like to contribute an
article, please contact dln@lumela.dk
or any board member)
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